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An Empirical Study on the impact of Japanese mixed electoral system of
single-member districts and proportional representation on political parties,
legislators, and voters

SHINADA, Yutaka
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The purpose of this study is to clarify what effects the mixed electoral

system of single-seat constituencies and proportional representation, introduced in 1994, had on (1)
the party system, (2) party organization, (3) the behavior of lawmakers, and (4) the voting
ehavior.
This study empirically clarifies that, due to the institutional elements contained within Japanese
mixed system, it has an entirely different effect on political parties, legislators and voters with
its own unique function, rather than being an intermediate system between majority representation
and proportional representation as has been said, thereby deepening understanding of the electoral
system.
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