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In this stud¥, in order to clarify the actual state of Japanese city
finances before World War 11, we utilized historically very valuable city revenue and expenditure
account books owned by the Tokyo Institute for Municipal Research®s library specializing in city
administration. The first step in the utilization process was to digitize approximately 1,500
volumes of the documents, preserving them and making them available for use. Subsequently, some of
the digitized documents were converted into text, and the data were used to clarify the
characteristics of major revenue and expenditure items.
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