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Analysis of the dynamics in online fields through the integration of big data
analysis and experiments
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One of the main outcome of this research project was the execution of a
macro-sociological experiment, which involved constructing several different societies (bulletin
board sites) with varying conditions to examine the causal effects of systems (e.g., anonymity and
rating systems) in online fields on people®s behavior and interactions. By comparing the
characteristics of the social order formed by people in each society, we were able to link detailed
data on people®s interactions in online fields with the causal effects of randomized conditions.
Additionally, we proposed several methods for integrating big data analysis and experimental methods

to analyze online fields, such as a fictitious SNS experiment to elucidate the causal effects of
cultural capital on social capital in SNS. These experiments and analyses have made it possible to
better understand the dynamics of online societies.
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