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The lives of people affected by Hansen’ s disease in Japan in the 20th
century have always been the target of complex power dynamics, from the initiation and continuation
of segregation policies to the abolition of the law and the national compensation lawsuits against
the government that drastically altered the course of those policies. This research examined the
postwar history of Hansen’ s disease from a multivocal and interdisciplinary perspective,
emphasizing the continuities and disruptions between the wartime and postwar periods through a focus

not only policies from “ above” but also on the activities but also the experiences of those
affected themselves. Through this, this research positioned the social and political roles, actions,
and experiences of the multiple actors involved with Hansen®s disease work within the specific
historical contexts of imperial, modern and contemporary Japan, thereby demonstrating new
perspectives on the post-war history of Hansen®s disease.
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