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Research on poverty alleviation measures based on the locality of “minimum
living standards® and the "rural character® of poverty

Koike, Takao
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This study aimed to investigate lifestyle patterns in rural lwate Prefecture

and the urban area of Kawasaki City. However, due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the originally planned
surveys could not be conducted. Instead, a questionnaire survey revealed regional differences in
welfare awareness. Specifically, it was found that the notion of attributing poverty"s causes and
solutions to "individual responsibility" was stronger among residents of metropolitan and rural
areas compared to those in regional urban areas. On the other hand, there were no notable regional
differences in perceptions regarding the use of public assistance systems. This study highlighted
the variations in welfare awareness among residents of metropolitan, regional urban, and rural
areas. However, understanding the underlying reasons and factors for these differences remains a
challenge for future research.
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