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The purpose of this research is to analyze the issues of higher education
reform in Japan, with a focus on the national university corporation system, through international
comparative research that focuses on political and economic analysis of the policy formation process

and stakeholder behavior. The basic research question is as follows; How was higher education
reforms influenced by the higher education system as a result of the political/administrative system
and historical circumstances (policy formation process)? What are the results? We analyzed the
trajectory of higher education reform in each of the six comparative countries: the United Kingdom,
Australia, the Netherlands, Germany, France, and Japan. Specifically, we organized the current state
and characteristics of the higher education system (laws and regulations, institutions, finances,
internal and external governance, etc.), and then analyzed the background, history, content, and
results of the reforms.
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