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his study shows that junior colleges, which were established as a_temporary
system during the postwar education reform, have been shrinking rapidly since 1995. This is clear
from indicators such as the number of universities and the number of students. In this study, we
analyzed the relationship between the declining birthrate, gender equality, the trend of entering
universities including four-year universities and vocational schools, the free higher education
policy, and the rate of return of junior college graduates to determine why the demand for junior
colleges has decreased. We also conducted a questionnaire survey to clarify what kind of awareness
faculty members have in carrying out their professorial duties as junior colleges shrink, what
reasons students have for choosing junior colleges, how they spend their student life, and how they
think about their future.
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