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Verification of townscape prototypes in a Nepali city listed as a World Heritage
site and their application to support for landscape enhancement and
reconstruction
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This study established a fieldwork methodology for naturally planned
historical urban spaces in Bhaktapur, Nepal. The study identified the surviving status and original
appearance of the historical landscape. A group of dwelling units with old and important landscapes
was referred to as a "townscape prototype™ in this study. The entire city was classified into
several community levels from large to small areal extents, and finally, it was clarified that the
actual formation of the townscape prototypes started from the courtyard-type dwellings as the core.
The large number of these prototypes are found in the eastern part of the city, whereas there are
few of them in the western part, which was later expansion.

This study also includes structural and material/construction studies; we continue to monitor the
reconstruction from the 2015 earthquake, as well as clarify the seismic performance of urban
dwellings, especially considering the condition of having adjacent buildings.
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