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Functional analysis of fibrosis-promoting molecules specifically expressed in
myofibroblasts and laying the foundations for their drug discovery applications.

Michio, Nakaya
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Non-alcoholic steatohepatitis gNASH), which has been on the rise_in recent
years, is a condition of increased fibrosis resulting from inflammation caused by excessive fat
accumulation. Fibrosis leads to loss of function due to hardening and eventually to serious
conditions such as cirrhosis and liver cancer. However, there is currently no definitive treatment
for NASH. We therefore looked for targets that could lead to the development of fibrosis-targeted
NASH therapies.

We found a protein that promote fibrosis is only expressed during fibrosis and is specifically
expressed in myofibroblasts, the cells responsible for fibrosis.In addition, fibrosis of the liver
during NASH was significantly reduced in knockout mice of this protein.
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