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This study explored the relationship between tourism and difficult history
in Japan. Specifically, it considered how places associated with difficult or dark past events,
which challenge collective national memory and compete with contemporary narratives of national
identity, are presented and interpreted in tourism, and then how and to what extent tourism can
thereby contribute to strengthening mutual understanding, peace building and reconciliation, as also

specified in Japan’ s tourism policy. Such discussion 1s important considering the future of
Tourism Nation, including diversification of tourism products, socio-cultural meaning of tourism,
environmental impacts, also in light of the broader contemporary debates and issues surrounding
tourism. It is also important role of research today, as the last generation in which living
post-war memory can be recorded. Research outcome is currently being collated in a book:
Confronting difficult pasts: Dark tourism development in Japan.
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