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This research aimed to reveal the ethics of loyalty in "Hagakure" which
requested the retainers to die anytime without getting lost and at the same time to fulfill the
duties alive for their lord and country. As the result, a critical contradiction is recognized
between death and life in "Hagakure™, but this contradiction is probably to be find also in the
requests by other Japanese ethical thoughts such as Confucianism, as the universal difficulty of
faithfulness for irreplaceable others and for one"s own self.
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