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This study®s significance rests in its analysis of conservatism in the age of identity politics. It
has demonstrated that conservatism has not necessarily changed , but rather adjusted to postwar-Cold
War realities, e.g., by opposing neoliberalism. This helps us understand new ideological cleavages.

Conservative identitﬁ politics have become a significant feature in
contemporary politics and society. Against the backdrop of ongoing polarization, it may seem that
conservatism has radicalized. This may be true for certain conservative elements, but at the same
time, rifts between intellectual and political center-right forces have arguably increased. This has
manifested itself in growing criticism of neoliberal policies, which have long been considered part
of the conservative coalition. While mainstream conservative intellectuals in the US or UK have
continued attacking social democratic policies, many of their Japanese equivalents have seen
neoliberalism as a greater threat, and produced counterarguments, in line with Mannheim®s definition
of conservatism.
The goal of this research project was to produce a book manuscript detailing these developments.
This manuscript has been completed and is currently under review at a university press.



The backdrop to this research project has been what some have referred to as
a hard right shift within the conservative establishments of advanced
democracies. Right-wing identity politics had become so influential as to lead
the British Conservative Party to embrace BREXIT and many Republicans
elect Donald Trump in 2016 and back him ever since. In Japan too, criticisms
of a “drift to the right” have been heard during the past two decades. This led
to the questions of 1) whether conservative discourse had changed radically
in becoming in favor of radical change and 2) whether there were precursors
to these developments and how these could be explained.

The goal of this research is to trace recent developments in conservative elite
discourse in Japan, the US, the UK, examining commonalities, differences
and trends and locating links to identity politics:

How have these elites (conservative intellectuals and political parties) viewed
globalization and diverse societies, and how have they reacted to these
changes?

What are the commonalities and differences to older conservative discourse?
Can we find potential similarities between the conservatisms of the three
countries?

This research has relied on a large collection of primary and secondary
sources on Japanese, British and American conservatism. These include
party election platforms, writings on center-right parties, conservative elites
and thought, as well as books and articles by representative conservative
intellectuals.

These sources have been analyzed within theoretical frameworks prepared by
Karl Mannheim (1986) and Michael Freeden (1996), which treat conservatism
as a political tradition capable of adjusting to different ideological opponents,
by reconfiguring its core concepts to build sophisticated counter arguments.

The goal of this project has been compiling the findings and preparing a book
manuscript to be submitted to a university press. | have completed the
manuscript in late 2023 and hence submitted said manuscript totaling 90,000
words to the book publisher for review. As of early June 2024, I'm still waiting
for the results of the review process.

This research has shown an arguably growing gap between situational
conservatism espoused by center-right parties like the LDP and the
conservatism of intellectuals. While there have always been tensions between
the two, they seem to have increased over the past decades. As the LDP
adopted neoliberal policies, many conservative intellectuals have become
critical of the party’s positions. In fact, for a time, neoliberalism became the
main ideological challenger of conservatism in Japan. Meanwhile,
mainstream conservative intellectuals in the West, were more focused on
their ideological battles with social democracy.

That being said, the critique of neoliberalism among conservative elites (at
least amongst intellectuals) has increased in all three countries. There are
further similarities, though, as Japanese and American and British
conservatives are critical of multiculturalism and feminism.

What is more, their arguments based on controlling change and extra human
origins of society are often similar, even though their opponents may vary
slightly.

It also shows that despite conservatism’s critiques of postwar democracy, it



has traditionally kept its distance from right-wing populism. At the same
time, said right-wing populism can also tap into certain conservative concepts
to argue for radical change in the age of identity politics.
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