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The Imagery of sacred hearts in the Netherlands in the 15th century
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Extant sources suggest that the visual imagery of the Sacred Heart appeared
in Western Europe around the time of the Council of Constance, which grought the Schism to an end.
The idea of concomitance became the orthodoxy, and the symbolism of the imagery of the Sacred Heart
(imagery that includes both blood and flesh) began to be cherished.

At the same time, in the institutionalization of the seven sacraments that might be able to sustain
the Church, it was under the inspiration from the studies on antiquities in the Renaissance era that
the seven sacraments of the Old Testament could also be arranged, and the original word for the
Holy Spirit (Latin: spiritus), which brings the sacraments, was the Old Greek word pneuma (Hebrew:
ruach), meaning “ air” or “ wind.” These ideas were immediately brought to the Netherlands, where
the veneration of the Sacred Heart was promoted and a new image of the Virgin"s Sacred Heart was
created around Rogier van der Weyden.
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Visual instructions for performing rituals

images of sacraments

HNA conference Den Haag-Amsterdam, 2022
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