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Reconsidering the Political Role of Chinese Cinema in the First Half of the 20th
Century: The Interplay of Production and Reception
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This study aims to reevaluate the role of Chinese cinema in the 20th century
as a medium for political propaganda, approaching it from the perspective of film reception history
in conjunction with production history. The study is approached from the following two points: (1)

Reexamining early film history from the conventional aspect of film as an educational medium,
focusing on the reception of films by an intellectually inclined audience that had been previously
invisible. (2) Analyzing how Chinese films were widely accepted both within China and
internationally as a medium conveying messages of nationalism and social reform.

Additionally, the study explored the utilization of film-related materials such as film brochures,
identifying new challenges in their application and research.
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