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A genetic study of Albert Camus®s "Notebooks™ - reconstruction of the value of
the document by restoration of the original texts of the manuscripts

TAKATASUKA, Hiroyuki
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Albert Camus®s nine notebooks were published only posthumously. On account
of his sudden death, in a car crash in 1960, the notebooks were thought to be in their original
state, and were long considered to provide an unvarnished view of his life and work. Yet in 1954,
Camus had typescripts made of the first seven notebooks and revised these in the same year.

I have examined the differences between the original manuscripts and the revised typescripts, in
order to issue, in the near future, a critical edition of the notebooks. Such an edition should shed
new light on the genesis of his work.

I have published a series of papers on the misunderstandings caused by Camus®s revisions. In
particular, 1 have emphasized the fact that in the published edition of the seventh notebook, plans

for Exile and the Kingdom and The First Man appear for the years 1952 and 1953 respectively but not

in the manuscript. Camus added these plans retrospectively to the notebook when he revised it in
1954.
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