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Dramaturgy of comedies and their reception in the late German Enlightenment Age
- In comparison between Lessing and Weisse
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This study aims to examine and compare the dramaturgy and the reception of

Lessing”s and C.F.Weisse"s comedies. Lessing improved the characterization influenced by Diderot.
His comedies appeal to audiences’ reason. The structure of "Minna von Barnhelm" is calculated and
elaborate. Weisse adapted popular topics in his dramas, in which virtue and charity are praised. He
wrote many short comedies for children with easy episodes and music. Financial assistance of
friends, philanthropy and Divine Providence are common themes in their comedies, such as Lessing"s
Der Freigeist"(1749),"Minna von Barnhelm"(1767), Weisse"s "Amalia"(1765), "Die kleine
Aehrenleserinn” (17/7) and "Gute Kinder der Aeltern groesster Reichtum(1780).

In order to stage Lessing"s comedies, Mrs. Neuber, Ekhof, Ackermann etc. made strenuous efforts
at the reform of theatrical performances, which improved the status of the actors. Ekhof valued
Weisse™s "Matrone von Ephesus™ and Kotzebue made it part of his repertoire.
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