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This study aimed to empirically investigate which aspects of sound symbolic
correspondences exhibit cross-linguistic differences by conducting experiments in multiple
languages, and to build hypotheses and lay the groundwork for theoretical explanation based on two
aspects: (1) differences rooted in the arbitrary systematicity of phonemic contrasts, and (2)
differences based on the embodied iconicity of the phonetic properties of individual language
sounds. During the research period, we empirically confirmed that certain linguistic sounds
(phonetic features) tend to evoke properties such as shapes, hardness, and maliciousness. We also
confirmed that some sound symbolic associations vary across languages. From this, we argued that
some of the causes of cross-linguistic differences in sound symbolism lie in the morpho-phonological

systematicity of language.
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