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This study confirms the existence of common trends in immigration and
integration policies in European countries: the "normalisation” and "tightening” of language
requirements. In Belgium, a federal state, the introduction of language requirements lagged behind
that of neighboring countries due to the institutional feature of multiple policy entities
coexisting. Once one policy entity, however, started using the language requirement, other policy
entities followed (or were forced to follow suit), and the development of the system progressed
rapidly throughout the country. The study was also able to reveal a kind of paradoxical development,

in which policy individualisation has not developed because of institutional restrictions on
authority, but because of such restrictions, policy commonisation between the various policy
entities has been achieved.
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