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Verifying the Cognitive Framework of Generics
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2 Pronominal Copula(

Sharks attack bathers /??A shark attack bathers ??

I assume that _generic sentences are two-folded. Every language has its own
default form: the bare plural in English, the definite plural in French, etc. In addition, there
are more "sophisticated" forms. For example, English has indefinite and definite singular forms.
I attested Japanese and Modern Hebrew, which lack the full-fledged article system, also have
sophisticated forms. It is known that so-called striking generics are allowed only in the default
form (e.g. Sharks attack bathers/??A shark attacks bathers). It is important to note that every
language makes use of the two-fold sytem of generics, since we will be able to avoid the social
prejudices or discriminations that may be caused by the use of striking generics (e.g. Muslims are
terrorists/??A Muslim is a terrorist).
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1 Squares have four sides.(=all)
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(2) Tigers are striped. (=most)
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(3) Sharks attack bathers. (=some)
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How many dogs are intelligent?
Dogs are intelligent
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(4) Adog has four legs. (IS)
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(5) The Coke bottle has a narrow neck. (DS)
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(7) a. Dogs have four legs.

b. Tables have four legs.
(8) a. A dog has four legs.

b. ??A table has four legs. ??
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(9) a. Les chats sont intelligents.
b. Cats are intelligent.

G. Shaden(2013)

(10) a. (Die) Wale sind Saugetiere.

b. Whales are mammals.

(11) a. Des jumaux se ressemble dans le plus petits details.
b. Twins resemble each other to the smallest detail.
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Zmaxim em erukim.
13 i hem yeruki

plants Pron(3PL) green

“ Plants are green.”
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(14)" orvim  hem (yecurim) Sxorim.
ravens Pron(3PL) creatures black
“ Ravens are black (creatures).”
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(15) ha-yom ha-' axot ha-toranit hi Rina

the day the nurse the duty Pron(3FS) Rina
“ Today the duty nurse is Rina”
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smoking.MSC PronZ.MSC dangerous.MSC

‘Smoking is dangerous’
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(18) a. clila hi mesukenet

diving.FEM PronH.FEM dangerous.FEM

‘Diving is dangerous’

b. clila ze mesukan
diving.FEM PronZ.MSC dangerous.MSC
‘Diving is dangerous’
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