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Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, | could not travel as I planned in order to
gather new documents and present my research achievements at conferences both in Japan and abroad.
However, 1 could concentrate on research activity, and | succeeded in transcribing, annotating, and
translating into English the unpublished manuscripts (in French) about late Edo-early Meiji Japan
written by Mathilde Sallier de La Tour, the spouse of the first Italian Minister in Japan, which I
published in a 2-volume book. Also, I could transcribe a large part of the memoirs written by Ugo
Pisa, a young secretary of the Italian Legation in Japan, and I could write an article and do an
oral presentation (at Hong Kong University) about their contents. Finally, I could visit the Italian

Foreign Ministry historical archives, where | could discover and photograph a large amount of new
documents about Japan, which 1 will need to complete my book (work in progress) about the dawn of
Italo-Japanese diplomatic relations.
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The Travel Journals of Mathilde, Contessa Sallier de La Tour into the Interior of Japan, 1867-
1870 including Letters, Notes and Sketches - In Two Volumes
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