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Conflict in local communities over the postwar rearmament of Japan:The case of
the National Police Reserve Unit in the city of Matsumoto,Nagano

Matsushita, Takaaki
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With the outbreak of the Korean War in 1950, Japan established the National
Police Reserve, which was the starting point for the nation’ s rearmament. This study focuses on the
successful invitation issued by the city of Matsumoto to a National Police Reserve unit for the
purpose of the regional development. The unit in Matsumoto initially used highlands and an airfield
to conduct exercises. While some local communities refused to meet the National Police Reserve’ s
request to use their land on the ground that farmland would be damaged by exercises, other
communities accepted the request to facilitate road maintenance and improvement. In 1953, the
Matsumoto unit and Matsumoto City formulated a plan to purchase a field in Ariakegahara, a former
army exercise site that had been developed as a settlement area. The settlers split into two groups,
supporters and opponents. The opposing group had to confront not only with the defense authorities
but also with attitudes in Matsumoto City.
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