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Empirical research on place names and making them historical materials: what is
Kariyado?

AOYAMA, Hiro"o
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A literature survey of more than 1.2 million place names of koaza, a
subsection of a town or a village, in eastern Japan confirmed forty-seven place names called
Kariyado, and revealed that they are distributed on the Pacific side. In addition, a detailed field
survey of place names called Kariyado in the eastern Kanto region revealed that they are located
near rivers but at higher elevations that are relatively less affected by floods, and that they are
located at river crossing points of medieval arterial roads. Considering the research results to
date, this study has revealed that place name called Kariyado is one of the effective materials for
the restoration of roads and understanding of landscapes In medieval Japan.
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