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A Study on the Alimenta System (Child Support System) in Ancient Rome
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This study demonstrates that the alimenta system (a child-rearing supﬁort
program) in the Roman Empire served, from the perspective of imperial power, as a means for the
emperor to present himself as a munificent and benevolent "father" to the citizens. It further shows

that the dissemination of such an image was predicated on a governance system centered around the
imperial road network. Additionally, the study highlights the necessity of considering the
objectives of the municipalities that implemented the alimenta, confirming that one such objective

was to strengthen their relationship with imperial power.
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