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In Europe and America societies are often characterized by "school for
democracy", though they are really private gatherings. Therefore they are considered modern
products. But there premodern factors of both vertical relationships such as patronages and closed
relationships such as networks are found vividly. Thus it is recently pointed out, that they
functioned also as places where social capitals such as connections are mediated. In order to
illustrate this, | researched ego-documents such as diaries, memoires and autobiographies by members

of brotherhoods and associations mainly in Hamburg from medieval and early modern to modern times.
The members were also very willing to obtain social capitals. How one comes to terms with such
premodern remains plays a central roll in the private human resource development of modern times.
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Die Ausbildung der Begabten in einer westlichen und einer oestlichen Handelsstadt — Hamburg und Osaka im Vergleich

Ringvortrag bei der Abteilung der Geschichte des Mittelalters an der Universitaet Hamburg
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