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Is the plant ash glass found in East Asia from West Asia? -Basic research for
elucidation of glass trade route-

TAMURA, Tomomi
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This research attempts to clarify the origin of plant-ash glass excavated in
Japan using analytical methods. Among the plant-ash glasses excavated in Japan, those estimated to
be from West Asia based on their chemical composition have Sr isotope ratios similar to those of
plant-ash glasses excavated in West Asia and the raw material plants, indicating the possibility
that they came from West Asia. On the other hand, the Sr isotope ratios of other items were
different from those excavated from West Asia. In particular, the compositional characteristics of
the sandwich beads, which have a high Sr isotope ratio and a high content of Al203, suggest that
they may have been produced in the India-Pakistan region.
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