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Based on interviews with 24 Filipino domestic workers (all female) working
in affluent households in Paris, we found that (1) the majority entered the country after the
abolition of border checkpoints in the Schengen area (1995), (2) the majority became regularized
after the 2007 Hortefeux Law, and (3) while 40% of them stayed undocumented for less than 5 years,
more than 30% had to endure this phase for over 10 years. The workers cope with the difficulties of
undocumented phase, thanks to the support they get from family networks, ethnic and especially
religious associations. This was proven true also during the pandemic years. After regularization,
many of the mothers continue working in France even after achieving their initial goal of securing
education for their children in the Philippines. This study also reveals the destabilizing effects
of "work-based regularization” on migrant workers.
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