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This study focused on the role and function of professional standards,
focusing on the reality of the National Organisation for Professional Standards and the case of
Washington State.

In the national organisations, the structure, roles and functions of the State Teachers”
Professional and Teacher Professional Standards Board (professional educator standards board) and
the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards (NBPTS) were analysed. After summarising the
developments surrounding professional standards across the United States, the actual state of
professional standards i1n Washington State was analysed. Focusing on the legitimacy of the
Standards, it clarified the process by which they were developed and how the professionalism of
teachers is portrayed in the Standards.
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