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In the current research project, we went beyond the initial goal of
exploring the " Factors influencing intention of study in Japan: the case of Vietnam” . We
investigated motivation of studying Japanese language, study abroad (in Japan) intention and
preference of not only students in Vietnam but also in Bulgaria, as well as internatioanal students
who already arrived in Japan. We also explores the motivation among different target groups of
students. We also investigated influence of COVID-19 on academic life and motivation of students
from various sites including Vietnam, Thailand, Bulgaria, Bangladesh and Japan. We conducted joint
research with 7 sites abroad, published 14 papers (incl. 11 joint, 2 peer reviewed, 13 open access),

15 conference presentations (incl. 14 international).



Japan stands as a prominent destination for international student mobility, attracting scholars and
international students from around the globe. However, amidst its global appeal, Japan’s higher education
institutions face challenges in maintaining competitiveness against emerging countries and universities
globally and domestically. Concurrently, the influx of international students, including Viethamese students
into Japan has seen adramatic rise, yet the motivations driving their pursuit of Japanese language study and
their intentions for both visiting and studying in Japan remain largely unexplored.

Thisresearch project focusesinto two critical points, the complexities of international student dynamicsin
the Japan’s context and it’s influencing factors and the underexplored motivations for studying Japanese
language, study in Japan intention, working in Japan intention etc. behind the surge of international students
in the country under different context of location, field of study, type of study in Vietnam and other countries
for comparison.

The research methodology includes reviewing of academic papers, reports, news, and books in Japanese
and English to analyze international student mobility in Japan and students' motivations for Japanese
language study, intention for study and work abroad in Japan, needs and preferences of destination. For
data collection and analysis, a mixed-methods approach is utilized, including qualitative and quantitative
surveys among diverse student populations. A comparative analysis was conducted among sites, fields of
study, and types of programs, offering insights into the unique factors influencing international students
decisions to study Japanese and pursue education in Japan, while also identifying broader trends in
international student mobility, with particular focus on students from Vietnam.
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Overall, our research project generated valuable insights into the multifaceted aspects of international
student mobility, shedding light on the diverse motivations, experiences, and challenges faced by students
across different contexts and locations. In the current research project, we went beyond theinitial objective
of exploring the "Factors influencing intention of study in Japan: the case of Vietnam." Our investigation
encompassed not only the motivation for studying Japanese language and the intention to study abroad in
Japan among students in Vietnam, but also among students in Bulgaria, as well as international students
who have already arrived in Japan. We further delved into the motivations among different target groups of
students, shedding light on their diverse perspectives and preferences. Additionally, our research examined
theinfluence of COVID-19 on academic life and student motivation across various sites, including Vietnam,
Thailand, Bulgaria, Bangladesh, and Japan.

Through collaborative efforts with seven sites abroad, we have produced significant outputs, including the
publication of 14 papersand 15 conference presentations. The breadth of our research spanned awide array
of issues, including the attitudes and preferences of nursing undergraduates towards working abroad, the
correlation of factorsinfluencing Japanese proficiency among undergraduates in Vietham, and the attitudes
of undergraduates towards study and work abroad. Our investigation extended to exploring study abroad
attitudes among students majoring in Japanese studies, understanding the motivations behind learning
Japanese through motivational theories, and examining the perceived speaking skills, motives, and
communication needs of undergraduate students studying Japanese language. Additionally, we analyzed
students' perceived well-being and online preferences during the COVID-19 pandemic, assessed familiarity
with Japanese culture among foreign students, and explored the vision and preferences of international
students enrolled in Japanese language schools post-pandemically. Furthermore, our research addressed
challenges in attracting international students to Japan, examined students experiences two years into the
pandemic at a Bulgarian university, and assessed the health impact perceived by university students across
Asia. We also reviewed Japanese literature on on-campus support and satisfaction of international students,
explored the potential of online seminars as a mental health support tool, and analyzed macro factors
determining the transition of Viethamese international student mobility.

This research project offers several implications for policies aimed at attracting international students to
Japan. Policymakers should prioritize understanding the diverse motivations of international students from
different countries, fields of study, and types of study programs. Tailoring marketing strategies and support
services to address the specific needs and preferences of these student cohorts can enhance Japan's
attractiveness as a study destination. Furthermore, efforts to improve the quality and accessibility of
Japanese language education both within Japan and in international settings can facilitate smoother
transitions for incoming students and enhance their overall experience. Additionally, fostering stronger
academic and cultural exchange programs between Japanese ingtitutions and universities abroad can
strengthen Japan's global reputation as awelcoming and inclusive education hub. Lastly, it should consider
initiatives to address any identified challenges or barriers, such as administrative processes, financial
assistance, and promoting diversity and inclusion on campuses, to ensure that Japan remains competitive
in the global education market and continues to attract top talent from around the world.
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