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This study aims to examine the possibilities and conditions for, and
challenges faced in, the formation of integrated urban agri-food policies and the transformation of
agri-food systems in five Dutch cities (Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Eide, Arnhem and Den Haag) through the

networking and institutionalisation of civic agri-food initiatives and the restructuring of local
agri-food governance. This study clarified the relationship between civil society actors (incl.
researchers and social entrepreneurs) and municipalities/city councils, particularly in the
construction of policy discourse and the process of policy making and implementation. While the
forms of governance and the process of policy formation differ widely, reflecting the economic,
social, political, cultural and environmental conditions in each city, there are also many common
lessons and challenges, which confirm the growing significance and potential of trans-local
collaboration.
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