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Basic research targeting cancer-associated fibroblasts for regulation of
colorectal cancer microenvironment
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We began analyzing digestive organ cancer specimens, first colon cancer
specimens and then gastric cancer surgical specimens. Since it was found that the test results
varied greatly depending on the site of evaluation, the criteria, reagents, and instruments used, as

well as the cancer type, stage, and degree of differentiation of the specimens, the evaluation
criteria are being reexamined.

In addition, focusing on the Wnt signaling pathway as a signaling pathway involved in the cancer
microenvironment, immunostaining of Wnt signaling-related proteins using gastric cancer specimens
revealed that high B -catenin expression is a poor prognostic factor in Scirrhous gastric cancer.
This suggests that abnormalities in Wnt signaling-related Broteins may affect the malignant
potential of cancer via an increase in the number of fibroblasts forming cancer stroma.
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