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In recent years, Thai tourism has been experiencing a "creative turn", which
has provided local communities with opportunities to revive their local traditions and identities
through creative industries, such as art, design, craft and gastronomy.

In this research project, we have examined the potentials of creative community design and
development in the Old Towns of Songkhla and Phuket in southern Thailand as major case studies. This
study focused on the aspect of creating “ urban commons” through creative community development.

In other words, we argued that creativity is utilized in those communities as a tool to create
social places for local residents to gather and inherit local memories and history, rather than a
new form of cultural capitalism to promote creative industries.
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