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The role of libraries in the formation of the modern Japanese nation-state.

Shindo, Toru
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1937

Before World War 11, the Japanese Government was basically uninterested in
library promotion measures. The Ministry of Home Affairs, which was not originally the competent
authority for libraries, was enthusiastic about increasing the number of libraries as an institution

to carry out local improvement and civil power cultivation campaigns. The aim was to create an
educated * Japanese public’ who enjoyed reading. The Ministry of Education joined this policy in
the Taisho era. However, after the Sino-Japanese War in 1937, the act of reading was used to carry
out the war effort, and the aim became a ‘ servitude’ to the state, deviating from the original

objective.
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