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Construction of a syntheticé&#160;model for&#160;interpreting&#160;the philosophy
of the late Descartes through the concept of nature

Sato, Masato
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The emergence of the concept of nature in late Cartesian philoso?hy is
analysed and clarified from the following points: 1) Analysis from epistemology. The application of
the analogy used by Descartes since the Rules of direction of the mind to his metaphysical argument
(that God 1s the cause of the self) as a natural method of recognition in the mind.

2) Analysis from theology and physics. Descartes” physics can show that even after the
transubstantiation of bread into the body of Christ we can still perceive it as bread due to the
residual “ surface” of the bread.

3) Analysis from anthropology. For Descartes, love of pure soul and love of passions are not
distinguished, as in Thomas Aquinas, but are one and the same love inherent in the nature of the
self as mind-body union.
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