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This study aims to describe the historical description of will and inference
forms in Japanese and to understand the changes in their positioning in the hierarchical structure
of sentences. Following this goal, we clarified three main points.
I. There is a difference in the timing of when subordinate clauses such as "hodoni® and "ga® contain
inferences, "negative "-mai" is earlier and positive "-00"is later”. |1l. In Late Middle and Early
Modern Japanese, there are examples in which "-00" at the end of subordinate clauses appears to
express the speaker®s will. [111. In causal clauses, there is a general tendency for functional
expansion from a state that "does not include inference by the speaker™ to a state that "can include
the situation inferred by the speaker™.
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