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Corpus-based investigation of L1 phonetic drift and L2 proficiency
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J-AESOP

Using a large-scale Japanese-English speech corpus called "J-AESOP", this
study examined how the attrition of one"s native language (Japanese) pronunciation is related to
their level of second language (English) proficiency and experience of living abroad. The results
showed that speakers with higher levels of English proficiency were more likely to be judged as
having a "foreign accent" in Japanese, but this was only true if they had lived abroad for some
time, not if they had learned English in Japan. Another novel finding was that speakers with higher
English proficiency levels tended to be judged as "more comprehensible™ in Japanese, regardless of
whether or not they had lived abroad.
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