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This study shows that a multi-layered network of relief and assistance
activities in Okinawa has been established by the U.S. and Japanese governments, as well as by the
military and private sectors, including Christian organizations and immigrants, to supplement the
inadequacies of social policies in U.S.-occupied Okinawa. The detailed analysis reveals that, while
each actor advocating the restoration of Okinawa, they had different agendas and intentions, such as

the anti-communist policies of the Cold War period, Japanese Americans® campaign for the
naturalization rights, Japanese governments® efforts for the restoration of national sovereignty. It
was also suggested that the relief and aid network surrounding Okinawa should be understood in the
context of development aid to Asia (especially Southeast Asia) by the U.S. and Japanese governments
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