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Interdisciplinary research on the size of nations and their governance

Tadokoro, Masayuki
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This research project tried to address questions related to the size of
countries and their behavior. The project team started this research by working out several
hypotheses through reexamination of classical works on political economy. We then tried to test
these hypotheses by usual statistical methods. In addition, we applied new methods such as machine
learning and computer experiment to our attempts to test the hypotheses. We carried out this
multidisciplinary project through constant inter-disciplinary discussion while paying attention to
distinctive premises of each discipline. By doing so, we could approach the complexity and
historical dynamics of the macro social phenomena, which were often ignored by conventional approach

employed by each discipline.
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