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Case as a Grammatical Category in Japanese and Ryukyuan Languages

Takeuchi, Shiro

4,900,000

This research was carried out with the main focus on exploring case as a
grammatical category in Japanese and Ryukyuan languages. The conclusion is summed up into the
following four points. (1) Relations between predicates and arguments are determined by not only
case marking but also other means such as word order, animacy effects, world knowledge and context.
(2) Word order, animacy effects, world knowledge and context are equivalent to case marking, and
they compete one another because a clause can have the only means of determining a relation between
a predicate and an argument. (3) Unmarked noun phrases do not necessarily have a slot for case
marking. (4) The degree of grammaticalization is different for coding core arguments in Japanese and

Ryukyuan languages.
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