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Conceptualization of "Managed Retreat®™ and Re-naturalization through Buyout
Project for Disaster Risk Reduction and Recovery

Otsuyama, Kensuke
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This study examines methods for disaster mitigation and recovery projects
through case studies of buyout and re-naturalization of residential land and buildings that
contribute to reducing damage from natural disasters. Based on the past 30-year data of FEMA in the
United States, the author quantitatively showed the transition of the invested budget and the
transition of the high-floor subsidy project budget. As an important conclusion, DRR investment in
the U.S has clearly shifted its institutional focus from post-disaster recovery budgets to
pre-disaster mitigation. In addition, through interview surveys of non-participants in the buyout
project, it was suggested that the intention to settle in the area was not based solely on the
degree of reccurrence of damage and cost, and that disaster risk alone was not the only variable
that determined the choice of migration or settlement.
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