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This research project investigates the transformation of the colonial
trade to capture how the interdependent structure of economies in the metropole and colonies was
formed in Japan before the Second World War.

The previous literature on the Japanese colonial trade and economy did not reveal the following
two points: (1) a cyclical structure that the expansion of colonial trade and the transformation of
commodity markets mutually affected each other in Japan and its colonies, (2) dynamic transformation

process of the network structure of the Japanese colonial trade. Consequently, it did not
demonstrate why the colonies supplied primary commodities to the metropole in Japan before the
Second World War. This supply of primary commodities promoted the rapid growth in the Japanese
economy. Therefore, we examined the reason of an increase in the Japanese colonial trade.
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