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Unlike the general method of measuring poverty on the basis of household
unit, new methods have been developed to open the black box of the household and understand the
distribution of resources within the househild, or to understand poverty on an individual basis. In
Japan, on the other hand, it was household research in the 1990s that attempted to understand
resource allocation within the households, but these studies were rarely linked to poverty research

and have not been updated to recent global research trends. This study reviews the development and
reach of these studies and internationally situates the realities of intra-household resource
allocation in Japan and the characteristics of research on these issues.
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