Q)
2009 2013

An investigation of the automatization process in language processing with respect t
o the development of foreign language proficiency

Yokokawa, Hirokazu

35,300,000 10,590,000

€Y)
@

This project attempted to ecplore the automatization process for langauge comprehe
nsion and production by foreign language learners through psycholingusitic and physiological experiments.
The major flndlngs are as follows: (1)Sscores on the RST, which places a cognitive load on syntactic proce
ssing |n particular, was significantly poorer than those of other types of RSTs and correlated significant
ly with English proficiency scores. English proficiency largely depends on the degree of automatization of

syntactic processing. (2)The process required to carry out the sentence building task(syntactic processin
g) becomes more automatic as the learners® fluency level increases, and the learners with higher L2 fluenc
y had the option of allocating more of their cognitive resources to story comprehension than did the learn
ers with lower L2 fluency.
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