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The diagnostic performance of non—contrast enhanced ultrasound and contrast enhanced
ultrasound (CEUS) for chronic hepatitis and non—alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH)
were evaluated. A new diagnostic method for chronic hepatitis was developed using
Virtual Touch Tissue Quantification (VITQ). The diagnosis of NASH by CEUS using
Sonazoid was studied. Observations using intravital microscopy on a rat NASH model
revealed that the uptake of Sonazoid by Kupffer cells (KCs) did not increase over
time, and that was considered due to the decreased phagocytic ability of KCs. The
diagnosis of NASH by VTTQ at early stages of the disease suggested some issues that
still need to be explored.
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