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Not much was known about the religious movement carried out in South India during
the period from the 10th to 14tk centuries. In order to clarify this religious movement, we
have collected the Tamil inscriptions of that period referring to mathas (monasteries) and
examined the activities of those mathas.

Our examination has revealed that in the 10th and 11th centuries the matha activities
were led by Brahmanas, who had come from the North, supported by the Chola royal
family and people of the upper social sections. Contrary to that, the masses began to join
the matha activities in the 12th and 13th centuries, and consequently the traditional
religious notions held dear by them gave influence on its activities, causing finally the
establishment of a new religious school called Saiva Siddhanta.

The fact that chronological distribution of the inscriptions referring to mathas shows the
concentration in the 12th and 13th centuries, together with our examination of the social
groups, which joined the matha activities in those centuries, clearly shows that this
religious movement carried out through mathas was closely related to the social change
which caused the power increase in the lower social sections during the period from the 12th
to 14th centuries.

We have published these new findings in the two articles published in an internationally
well-known research journal. We have also discussed the issue in the seminars joined by
foreign specialists to impart our findings among scholars in the world.
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