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Mass extinction of mammals in the late Quaternary of East Asia :
Search for the cause
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BFgeR R oM EE (3£30) : In mainland Japan except Hokkaido, several forms of mammals
became extinct from the Late Pleistocene to Holocene. The times of their extinctions are
assigned to MIS 3 to MIS 2, and the extinct forms comprise not only large mammals, but
also small mammals. The extinctions seem not to be an abrupt event, but to have occurred
gradually for a relatively long period. Such features probably resulted from the persistence
of forests, milder climate change, and weaker human impact in this area. In the Ryukyu
Islands, the patterns of the mammal extinctions differ from each island. and it is inferred
that human activities closely related to the extinctions. In Northeast China, the extinction
patterns are similar to those of Europe. On the other hand, the extinctions are less re-
markable in Central and South China. In Taiwan and South Korea, the researches on the
extinctions have been insufficient, because of the shortage of available data.
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2009 4F 4,100,000 1,230,000 5,330,000
2010 4EJEE 3,900,000 1,170,000 5,070,000
2011 4 JE 3,100,000 930,000 4,030,000
2012 4 2,900,000 870,000 3,770,000
Rk 14,000,000 4,200,000 18,200,000
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