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The importance of DNA methylation in the transcriptional silencing of tumor suppressor
genes is recognized in cancer stem cell. Genome-wide hypomethylation has also been
reported in cancer stem cell and has been associated with genetic instability. In this
study, we analyzed methylation of tumor suppressor gene of oral squamous cell carcinoma.
The results suggest that epigenetic inactivation of tumor suppresser gene play an
important role in pathogenesis of cancer stem cell and many genes may be a useful molecular
target for the diagnosis and treatment for cancer stem cell.
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