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MR OMEEE (330) Since 1995, we have conducted anthropological field research in
several areas of Africa, under the concept of “sound culture”, which includes the oral
literature, as well as the dance accompanied with vocal or instrumental sound. These
performing arts are, from the viewpoint of UNESCO, nothing but the intangible cultural
heritages in crisis. Six members of our project have conducted their field researches, during
the period between 2009 and 2011, in western parts of Africa -- Burkina Faso, Benin and
Ivory Coast --, as well as in its eastern parts -- Ethiopia, Tanzania and Zambia, on the
survival conditions of several sound cultures, or intangible cultural heritages, in relation to
the local community which sustain them. From the standpoint of UNESCO, the actual
vivid function in the local community is the necessary condition to recognize it officially as
an intangible cultural heritage to be protected, and its cultural or historical value alone is
not sufficient. The relationship between the significance of an intangible cultural heritage
for the local community, the viewpoint of the researcher, and the conditions required by the
Iinternational organism, is the question not only to be studied, but also to be resolved.
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