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Development Plan in order to bridge the ASEAN Divide
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It is imperative for the ASEAN to build an ASEAN Community (AC), especially the ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC), in 2015 to narrow the development gap, in other words, to bridge
the ASEAN Divide, between early six ASEAN member countries and latecomer four Mekong
countries which are often called shortly CLMV countries. We have found out that both of
the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS) development plan and the Japanese ODA have played
very important roles in prompting economic development of the CLMV countries mainly
through connectivity of three economic corridors (North-South, East-West and South
corridors).

2009 5,400,000 1,620,000 7,020,000
2010 4,900,000 1,470,000 6,370,000
2011 3,300,000 990,000 4,290,000

13,600,000 4,080,000 17,680,000
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