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This study revealed the meaning of “publicness” in the history of Western philosophy
in relationship with the concept of “respect”. I gave an account of the history of the
concept of respect putting it in perspective of its relationship with the self-awareness
and made the connection clear between respect and publicness. In opposition to the
conventional naming, “self-respect” is not the “respect” given to and by “oneself’. On
the contrary, “self-respect” is quid juris more primordial than “respect” in general.
“Respect” is nothing but the offspring of “self-respect”, and the “self-respect” extended
afterwards toward others. Based on the historical account, I set out to scrutinize and
elucidate the outline of function of the public sphere that should be the place of the
communication where the respect is fully functional.
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