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George Kennan and Paul Nitze were two major architects of containment policy. Kennan,
emphasizing the non-military aspect of Soviet threat, formulated the economic
reconstruction of Western Europe and Japan. In contrast, Nitze, constantly advocating for
the militarization of containment, was highly critical of the détente advanced by Kissinger
whose view of international politics was shared by Kennan. It turned out that Nitze’s
strategic concept basically shaped the containment policy in the Cold War period.
Interestingly, however, the Reagan administration appropriately implemented the line

proposed both by Nitze and Kennan, thus playing an essential part in bringing an end to
the Cold War.
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